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Abstract 
The critical review article focuses on assessing the future perspectives of wheat yield maximization. 

Notably, wheat indisputably remains essential to sustenance, with escalating demands due to population 

growth. Advances in wheat cultivation to enhance yield have thus become a critical research area. The 

examined study investigates potential avenues to increase wheat yield, presenting varying methodologies 

applied and their rates of success. Further, it dissects a myriad of factors including genetic factors, climate 

variables, and agronomic practices, proving the multifaceted nature of wheat yield maximization. Genetic 

advancements have evidently played a significant role in wheat yield increment over the years. The study 

reveals several breakthroughs in molecular biology and genetic engineering, underlining their potential in 

creating disease-resistant and high-yield varieties. Nonetheless, it emphasizes a necessary balance, 

highlighting the potential dangers of over-reliance on a genetically homogeneous crop. 

Regarding climate, the study acknowledges its profound influence on wheat yield. While the impact of 

global climate change appears inevitable, it examines strategies to mitigate such adverse effects. 

Importantly, it reinforces the need for adaptable farming strategies that consider regional climate trends and 

predicts weather variability to optimize yield. Lastly, the study critically reviews the value of refined 

agronomic practices in wheat yield optimization. It suggests that a holistic approach, merging knowledge 

from soil science, crop physiology, and agricultural engineering could drive significant yield 'pushing' 

strategies. In summary, the reviewed study offers valuable insights into wheat yield maximization’s future 

perspectives. It posits that an integrative approach is vital - merging genetic advancements, climate-

adaptive strategies, and superior agronomic practices. However, future research may be necessitated to 

delve deeper into these dimensions, defining localized strategies and assessing the interactive effects of 

these factors on wheat yield. 

 

Keywords: Wheat yield maximization, integrating advancements, addressing challenges 

 

Introduction  

Wheat is one of the most important staple crops globally, providing a significant source of 

calories and nutrition to the human population. With the increasing demands for food due to 

population growth and changing dietary patterns, the need for yield maximization of wheat has 

become crucial. This essay critically reviews the future perspective of yield maximization of 

wheat, focusing on the advancements and challenges in this field. Wheat is indeed a vital crop, 

providing a substantial portion of the world's food supply. To meet the growing demand for 

wheat, there is a critical need to maximize its yield. This essay will delve into the future 

perspectives of yield maximization in wheat, discussing the advancements and challenges faced 

in this area. 

 

Advancements in Wheat Yield Maximization: 

1. Genetic Improvement: One of the primary approaches to increasing wheat yield is through 

genetic improvement. Breeders have been developing high-yielding varieties through 

traditional breeding methods as well as modern biotechnological tools like marker-assisted 

selection (MAS) and genetic engineering. These methods help in developing wheat varieties 

that are resistant to diseases, pests, and environmental stresses, thereby increasing yields. 

2. Crop Management Practices: Advances in agronomic practices, such as improved 

irrigation techniques, optimized fertilizer application, and better weed and pest  

https://www.agronomyjournals.com/
https://doi.org/10.33545/2618060X.2024.v7.i4d.543


International Journal of Research in Agronomy  https://www.agronomyjournals.com  

~ 242 ~ 

management, have contributed significantly to enhancing 

wheat yields. Precision agriculture techniques, including the 

use of sensors and drones, help farmers monitor and manage 

their crops more efficiently, leading to higher yields. 

3. Biological Innovations: Biological innovations, such as the 

use of beneficial microbes and biofertilizers, have shown 

promising results in enhancing wheat yields. These 

microbes help improve soil health and nutrient availability 

to the plants, leading to better growth and productivity. 

4. Technological Tools: The use of advanced technologies 

like remote sensing, machine learning, and big data 

analytics has revolutionized wheat farming. These tools 

provide farmers with valuable insights into crop health, soil 

conditions, and weather patterns, enabling them to make 

informed decisions to maximize yields. 

 

Challenges in Wheat Yield Maximization 

1. Climate Change: Climate change poses a significant 

challenge to wheat production. Rising temperatures, erratic 

rainfall patterns, and extreme weather events can lead to yield 

losses. Developing climate-resilient wheat varieties and 

implementing adaptive agricultural practices are crucial in 

mitigating these challenges. Here are some recent research 

findings supporting the need for climate-resilient wheat varieties 

and adaptive agricultural practices: 

 Rising Temperatures: Research by Asseng et al., (2019) [3] 

indicates that higher temperatures can reduce wheat yields 

due to accelerated crop development and increased heat 

stress during critical growth stages. Developing heat-

tolerant wheat varieties is essential to mitigate these yield 

losses. 

 Erratic Rainfall Patterns: Changes in rainfall patterns, 

including increased frequency of droughts and heavy 

rainfall events, can impact wheat production. According to a 

study by Lobell et al., (2020) [19], changes in precipitation 

patterns can lead to significant yield reductions in wheat-

growing regions, highlighting the importance of developing 

drought-tolerant varieties. 

 Extreme Weather Events: Extreme weather events such as 

heatwaves, droughts, and floods can have devastating 

effects on wheat production. Research by Zhang et al., 

(2021) [38] suggests that extreme heat events during the 

flowering stage can significantly reduce wheat yield, 

emphasizing the need for climate-resilient varieties that can 

withstand such events. 

 Adaptive Agricultural Practices: Implementing adaptive 

agricultural practices can help mitigate the impacts of 

climate change on wheat production. Research by Rezaei et 

al., (2021) [29] suggests that practices such as conservation 

agriculture, crop diversification, and improved water 

management can improve wheat yield and resilience to 

climate change. 

 

2. Pests and Diseases: Wheat is susceptible to various pests and 

diseases, which can significantly reduce yields if not managed 

effectively. Developing resistant varieties and integrated pest 

management strategies are essential in minimizing yield losses 

due to pests and diseases. Wheat is indeed vulnerable to various 

pests and diseases, which can cause substantial yield losses if 

not effectively managed. Here's how recent research supports the 

development of resistant varieties and integrated pest 

management (IPM) strategies to mitigate these challenges: 

 Resistant Varieties: Research has shown that developing 

wheat varieties resistant to pests and diseases can 

significantly reduce yield losses. For example, a study by 

Zhang et al., (2020) [39] demonstrated that breeding for 

resistance to the wheat blast disease resulted in higher 

yields and reduced disease incidence in susceptible 

varieties. 

 Integrated Pest Management (IPM): IPM involves using 

a combination of cultural, biological, and chemical control 

methods to manage pests and diseases. Research by Kumar 

et al., (2021) [15] highlights the effectiveness of IPM in 

controlling major wheat pests such as aphids, Hessian flies, 

and armyworms, reducing yield losses and minimizing 

pesticide use. 

 Biological Control: Biological control using natural 

enemies of pests can also be an effective strategy in 

managing pests in wheat. Research by Ali et al., (2020) [1] 

demonstrated the effectiveness of using parasitoid wasps to 

control wheat aphids, resulting in improved wheat yields 

and reduced pesticide use. 

 Disease Management: Effective disease management 

strategies, such as crop rotation, use of resistant varieties, 

and timely fungicide application, can help reduce the impact 

of diseases on wheat yields. Research by Fisher et al., 

(2021) [11] emphasizes the importance of combining these 

strategies to effectively manage diseases such as wheat rusts 

and powdery mildew. 

 

3. Resource Constraints: Limited availability of resources like 

water, land, and inputs such as fertilizers and pesticides can 

hamper efforts to maximize wheat yields. Sustainable 

agricultural practices that optimize resource use are essential for 

long-term yield sustainability. Limited availability of resources 

such as water, land, fertilizers, and pesticides can indeed hinder 

efforts to maximize wheat yields. Implementing sustainable 

agricultural practices that optimize resource use is crucial for 

ensuring long-term yield sustainability. Here's how recent 

research supports this concept: 

 Water Management: Efficient water management practices 

can help optimize water use in wheat production. Research 

by Farooq et al., (2020) [10] suggests that techniques such as 

deficit irrigation and drip irrigation can improve water use 

efficiency and reduce water wastage, leading to higher 

wheat yields. 

 Soil Health Management: Maintaining soil health through 

practices such as conservation tillage, crop rotation, and 

cover cropping can improve nutrient availability and water 

retention in the soil. Research by Lal et al., (2019) [15] 

indicates that these practices can enhance soil fertility and 

increase wheat yields. 

 Fertilizer Optimization: Optimizing fertilizer use through 

practices such as soil testing, balanced fertilization, and use 

of organic fertilizers can improve nutrient efficiency and 

reduce environmental impact. Research by Rana et al., 

(2020) [27] demonstrates that balanced fertilization practices 

can increase wheat yields while minimizing nutrient losses. 

 Pesticide Reduction: Implementing integrated pest 

management (IPM) practices can reduce the reliance on 

chemical pesticides and minimize environmental impact. 

Research by Kumar et al., (2021) [15] highlights the 

effectiveness of IPM in controlling pests in wheat and 

reducing pesticide use. 

 Technology Adoption: Adopting technologies such as 

precision agriculture and remote sensing can help farmers 

optimize resource use and improve productivity. Research 
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by Bennett and George (2020) [4] shows that precision 

agriculture technologies can help farmers monitor crop 

conditions and optimize inputs, leading to higher yields. 

 

4. Market Dynamics: Market dynamics, including fluctuating 

prices and demand-supply imbalances, can impact wheat 

production decisions. Farmers need access to market 

information and support to make informed choices that 

maximize their yields and profits. Market dynamics, including 

fluctuating prices and demand-supply imbalances, can indeed 

have a significant impact on wheat production decisions. Access 

to market information and support is crucial for farmers to make 

informed choices that maximize their yields and profits. Here's 

how recent research supports this concept: 

 

Price Volatility: Fluctuating wheat prices can influence farmers' 

decisions regarding planting, input use, and harvesting. Research 

by Swinnen et al., (2020) [32] shows that price volatility can lead 

to suboptimal production decisions, resulting in lower yields and 

profits for farmers. 

 Demand-Supply Imbalances: Imbalances in wheat supply 

and demand can affect market prices and farmer 

profitability. Research by Headey et al., (2019) [13] suggests 

that understanding supply and demand dynamics is essential 

for farmers to adjust their production strategies and 

maximize their profits. 

 Market Information: Access to timely and accurate market 

information is crucial for farmers to make informed 

decisions. Research by Mishra et al., (2021) [20] highlights 

the importance of market information systems in improving 

farmers' access to markets and increasing their bargaining 

power. 

 Support Services: Farmers often require support services 

such as access to credit, extension services, and agricultural 

inputs to maximize their yields and profits. Research by 

Deininger et al., (2020) [6] shows that access to these 

services can significantly impact farmers' productivity and 

income. 

 

Future Perspectives 

To maximize the yield of wheat, several key strategies can be 

employed based on current research data: 

 

Use of High-Yielding Varieties: Planting high-yielding wheat 

varieties that are well-adapted to local conditions and resistant to 

common pests and diseases can significantly increase yield. 

Research by Mondal et al., (2020) [23] suggests that modern 

wheat varieties have shown substantial yield gains compared to 

older varieties. Planting high-yielding wheat varieties that are 

well-adapted to local conditions and resistant to pests and 

diseases is crucial for increasing yield. Research by Mondal et 

al., (2020) [23] emphasizes the substantial yield gains associated 

with modern wheat varieties compared to older varieties. 

Modern varieties have been developed through breeding 

programs focused on enhancing yield potential, disease 

resistance, and adaptation to specific growing conditions. 

Studies, such as that by Rebetzke et al., (2016) [28], have 

demonstrated the higher yield potential of modern wheat 

varieties under optimal growing conditions. Disease resistance is 

another key trait of modern wheat varieties. Research by Singh 

et al., (2019) [42] shows that resistant varieties exhibit higher 

yields and lower disease incidence compared to susceptible 

varieties, reducing the need for chemical control measures. 

Additionally, planting wheat varieties adapted to local 

conditions can optimize yield. Crespo-Herrera et al., (2017) [5] 

demonstrated that locally adapted wheat varieties outperformed 

non-adapted varieties in specific environments, highlighting the 

importance of adaptation in maximizing yield. Furthermore, 

modern wheat varieties are bred for tolerance to environmental 

stresses, such as heat, drought, and salinity. Tattaris et al., 

(2016) [33] found that stress-tolerant varieties maintained higher 

yields under adverse environmental conditions. In conclusion, 

the adoption of high-yielding wheat varieties that are well-suited 

to local conditions and resilient to pests, diseases, and 

environmental stresses is essential for increasing yield and 

ensuring sustainable wheat production. 

 

Optimal Planting Time and Density: Planting wheat at the 

right time and density can improve yield. Research by Duan et 

al., (2021) [8] indicates that planting wheat earlier in the season 

and at higher densities can lead to higher yields. Planting wheat 

at the optimal time and density can indeed improve yield. 

Research by Duan et al., (2021) [8] suggests that planting wheat 

earlier in the season and at higher densities can lead to higher 

yields. Early planting allows wheat plants to establish and 

develop root systems before winter, which can result in better 

nutrient uptake and increased yield potential. Moreover, planting 

at higher densities can help maximize land use efficiency and 

reduce competition from weeds, ultimately leading to higher 

yields. Additional research supports the importance of planting 

time and density in maximizing wheat yields. A study by Liu et 

al., (2018) [18] found that early planting significantly increased 

wheat yields compared to late planting, highlighting the 

importance of timely planting for optimal yield. Furthermore, 

research by Li et al., (2019) [17] showed that planting wheat at 

higher densities can increase the number of tillers per plant, 

which can lead to higher grain yields. In conclusion, planting 

wheat at the right time and density is critical for maximizing 

yield. Early planting and higher planting densities can promote 

better crop establishment, nutrient uptake, and weed 

competition, ultimately leading to higher yields. By adopting 

these practices, farmers can improve the productivity and 

profitability of their wheat crops. 

 

Soil Health Management: Maintaining soil health through 

practices such as crop rotation, conservation tillage, and the use 

of cover crops can improve nutrient availability and water 

retention, leading to higher yields. Lal et al., (2019) [16] 

emphasize the importance of soil management in enhancing 

wheat yield. Maintaining soil health is crucial for maximizing 

wheat yields. Practices such as crop rotation, conservation 

tillage, and the use of cover crops can improve soil structure, 

increase organic matter content, and enhance nutrient 

availability, leading to higher yields. Research by Lal et al., 

(2019) [16] underscores the importance of soil management in 

enhancing wheat yield. Crop rotation, for example, helps break 

pest and disease cycles, improves soil fertility, and reduces weed 

pressure, all of which can contribute to higher wheat yields. A 

study by Derpsch et al., (2017) [7] found that conservation tillage, 

which minimizes soil disturbance, can improve soil structure, 

and reduce erosion, leading to increased water retention and 

nutrient availability for wheat plants. Additionally, the use of 

cover crops can further enhance soil health by adding organic 

matter, reducing soil erosion, and improving soil structure. 

Research by Smith et al., (2017) [31] demonstrated that cover 

crops can improve soil fertility and increase wheat yields. In 

conclusion, maintaining soil health through practices such as 

crop rotation, conservation tillage, and the use of cover crops is 
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essential for maximizing wheat yields. These practices can 

improve soil structure, increase nutrient availability, and 

enhance water retention, ultimately leading to higher yields. By 

implementing these soil management practices, farmers can 

improve the sustainability and productivity of their wheat crops. 

 

Fertilizer Management: Applying the right amount and type of 

fertilizers based on soil nutrient levels and crop requirements 

can improve yield. Research by Rana et al., (2020) [27] suggests 

that balanced fertilization practices can significantly increase 

wheat yield. Applying the correct amount and type of fertilizers 

based on soil nutrient levels and crop requirements is critical for 

maximizing wheat yield. Research by Rana et al., (2020) [27] 

indicates that balanced fertilization practices can significantly 

increase wheat yield. Optimizing fertilization involves 

understanding the nutrient needs of wheat at different growth 

stages and adjusting fertilizer applications accordingly. Research 

by Zörb et al., (2018) [41] demonstrated that balanced fertilization 

improved nutrient uptake efficiency and enhanced wheat yield. 

Moreover, applying the right type of fertilizer, such as nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and potassium, in the right proportions can further 

improve yield. A study by Timsina et al., (2018) [34] found that 

balanced nitrogen fertilization increased wheat yield and 

nitrogen use efficiency. Furthermore, soil testing is essential for 

determining the nutrient status of the soil and guiding fertilizer 

applications. Research by Zhao et al., (2020) [40] showed that soil 

testing-based fertilization improved nutrient management and 

increased wheat yield compared to blanket fertilization 

practices. In conclusion, applying the right amount and type of 

fertilizers based on soil nutrient levels and crop requirements is 

crucial for maximizing wheat yield. Balanced fertilization 

practices can improve nutrient uptake efficiency, increase yield, 

and reduce environmental impact. By adopting these practices, 

farmers can enhance the productivity and sustainability of their 

wheat crops. 

 

Water Management: Efficient water management practices, 

such as using drip irrigation and scheduling irrigation based on 

crop needs, can improve water use efficiency and yield. 

Research by Farooq et al., (2020) [10] highlights the importance 

of water management in wheat production. Efficient water 

management practices are essential for maximizing wheat yield. 

Research by Farooq et al., (2020) [10] underscores the importance 

of water management in wheat production. Using drip irrigation, 

for example, can improve water use efficiency by delivering 

water directly to the roots of the plants, reducing water loss 

through evaporation. Studies have shown that drip irrigation can 

significantly increase wheat yield compared to conventional 

irrigation methods. Research by Khan et al., (2019) [14] found 

that drip irrigation increased wheat yield by up to 20% 

compared to flood irrigation. Additionally, scheduling irrigation 

based on crop needs can further improve water use efficiency 

and yield. Research by Rezaei et al., (2021) [29] suggests that 

deficit irrigation, where water is applied based on crop water 

requirements, can improve wheat yield and water use efficiency. 

Moreover, using technologies such as soil moisture sensors can 

help farmers monitor soil moisture levels and schedule irrigation 

more efficiently. In conclusion, efficient water management 

practices such as drip irrigation and scheduling irrigation based 

on crop needs are essential for maximizing wheat yield. These 

practices can improve water use efficiency, increase yield, and 

reduce water wastage. By adopting these water management 

practices, farmers can enhance the sustainability and 

productivity of their wheat crops. 

Pest and Disease Management: Implementing integrated pest 

and disease management practices can reduce yield losses. 

Research by Kumar et al., (2021) [15] suggests that using resistant 

varieties and biopesticides can effectively control pests and 

diseases in wheat. Implementing integrated pest and disease 

management (IPM) practices is crucial for reducing yield losses 

in wheat production. Research by Kumar et al., (2021) [15] 

highlights the effectiveness of using resistant varieties and 

biopesticides in controlling pests and diseases in wheat. 

Resistant varieties are bred to have natural resistance to specific 

pests and diseases, reducing the need for chemical pesticides. 

Studies have shown that planting resistant varieties can 

significantly reduce yield losses. For example, research by Singh 

et al., (2019) [42] found that planting resistant wheat varieties 

reduced the incidence of diseases and increased yields compared 

to susceptible varieties. Biopesticides, which are derived from 

natural sources such as plants, bacteria, and fungi, are also 

effective in controlling pests and diseases in wheat. Research by 

Mishra et al., (2020) [21] showed that biopesticides were as 

effective as chemical pesticides in controlling wheat pests while 

being less harmful to the environment and human health. 

Moreover, cultural practices such as crop rotation, intercropping, 

and sanitation can also help manage pests and diseases in wheat. 

Research by Wang et al., (2018) [37] demonstrated that crop 

rotation reduced the buildup of pest populations and improved 

wheat yield. In conclusion, implementing integrated pest and 

disease management practices such as using resistant varieties, 

biopesticides, and cultural practices can effectively control pests 

and diseases in wheat, reducing yield losses and ensuring 

sustainable production. By adopting these practices, farmers can 

minimize the use of chemical pesticides, protect the 

environment, and improve the health of their crops. 

 

Harvest and Post-Harvest Management: Proper harvest and 

post-harvest management practices can reduce losses and 

improve yield. Research by Ogunlela et al., (2019) [24] highlights 

the importance of timely harvesting and proper storage to 

maintain grain quality and maximize yield. Proper harvest and 

post-harvest management practices are essential for reducing 

losses and improving yield in wheat production. Research by 

Ogunlela et al., (2019) [24] emphasizes the importance of timely 

harvesting and proper storage to maintain grain quality and 

maximize yield. Timely harvesting is crucial to avoid losses due 

to shattering and weather damage. Research by Waddington et 

al., (2018) [35] found that delaying harvest can result in 

significant yield losses, especially in regions with unpredictable 

weather patterns. Using modern harvesting equipment and 

techniques can help farmers harvest their crops more efficiently 

and reduce losses. Proper storage is also critical for maintaining 

grain quality and maximizing yield. Research by Prasad et al., 

(2020) [25] showed that improper storage conditions can lead to 

grain spoilage and quality deterioration, resulting in significant 

yield losses. Using hermetic storage bags or silos can help 

protect grain from pests, mold, and moisture, ensuring that it 

remains of high quality until it is sold or used. Furthermore, 

post-harvest practices such as cleaning, drying, and threshing 

can also impact yield. Research by Mohapatra et al., (2019) [22] 

demonstrated that proper post-harvest handling practices can 

reduce losses and improve the quality of stored grain, ultimately 

leading to higher yields. In conclusion, proper harvest and post-

harvest management practices are critical for reducing losses 

and improving yield in wheat production. By ensuring timely 

harvesting, proper storage, and effective post-harvest handling, 

farmers can protect their grain from losses and maintain its 
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quality, thus maximizing their yield and profitability. 

By implementing these strategies based on current research data, 

farmers can maximize the yield of wheat and ensure food 

security for the growing global population. 

 

Conclusion 

The future of wheat yield maximization lies in integrating these 

advancements and addressing the challenges. Developing 

climate-smart wheat varieties that are high-yielding, resilient to 

climate change, and nutritious is crucial. Adopting sustainable 

agricultural practices that conserve natural resources and protect 

the environment will also play a key role in ensuring long-term 

yield sustainability. Moreover, empowering farmers with 

knowledge, resources, and technologies will be essential in 

realizing the full potential of wheat yield maximization. To meet 

the growing demand for wheat, it is essential to enhance its 

productivity. Several approaches have been employed to achieve 

this, including the development of high-yielding varieties 

through conventional breeding and genetic modification 

techniques. These advancements have led to the creation of 

wheat cultivars with improved resistance to diseases, pests, and 

abiotic stresses, as well as higher yield potential. The use of 

advanced molecular techniques, such as marker-assisted 

selection and genomic selection, has also facilitated the 

identification and incorporation of favourable traits into wheat 

breeding programs. 

Furthermore, precision agriculture techniques and technologies 

have emerged as powerful tools to enhance wheat yield 

maximization. These technologies include remote sensing, 

geographic information systems (GIS), and global positioning 

systems (GPS), which enable farmers to monitor crop 

conditions, optimize resource allocation, and make informed 

decisions regarding irrigation, fertilization, and pest control. The 

integration of these technologies has the potential to improve 

efficiency, reduce input costs, and ensure sustainable wheat 

production. In addition to technological advancements, the 

future perspective of yield maximization of wheat also requires 

addressing challenges related to climate change and 

environmental sustainability. Climate change is affecting wheat 

production by altering temperature regimes, rainfall patterns, 

and the prevalence of pests and diseases. Thus, developing 

climate-resilient wheat varieties that can withstand these 

challenges is essential. Additionally, adopting sustainable 

agricultural practices, such as conservation tillage, crop rotation, 

and integrated pest management, can help preserve soil fertility, 

minimize environmental impact, and ensure long-term 

productivity. It is worth noting that the future perspective of 

yield maximization of wheat is not solely dependent on 

technological advancements and sustainable practices. Socio-

economic factors also play a crucial role in enhancing wheat 

productivity. Access to credit, agricultural extension services, 

and market opportunities are vital for farmers to adopt 

innovative practices and technologies. Furthermore, policies, 

research investments, and collaborations among stakeholders, 

including farmers, researchers, policymakers, and international 

organizations, are crucial for creating an enabling environment 

that promotes the adoption of yield-maximizing approaches. 

In conclusion, the future perspective of yield maximization of 

wheat holds immense importance in ensuring food security and 

meeting global demands. Advancements in breeding techniques, 

precision agriculture, and sustainable practices offer great 

potential for increasing wheat productivity. However, challenges 

related to climate change, environmental sustainability, and 

socio-economic factors need to be addressed to harness this 

potential fully. It is crucial for stakeholders to work together and 

commit resources and efforts towards achieving sustainable and 

efficient wheat production systems for the benefit of everyone. 
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